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 The ECHOS flies to Indonesia

There are five reasons for the above title. 

· Prayer for and articles on Indonesia feature prominently in this issue. 

· Two mission trips from Malaysia to Indonesia (made by Lee Min Choon and KC Ung) and one from Indonesia to Malaysia (the Cowells) took place in an interval of just one month, with another from Malaysia to Indonesia planned for next month (July) to help in the Evangelistic English Camp. 

· Saints from the Penang Assemblies had practical partnership with Grace Fellowship of Indonesia and would like to know what happened to their contributions. 

· The main feature of tonight’s Mission Night will be a report on the two Mission trips to Indonesia. 

· Finally, Indonesia regularly makes the headlines in our news media these days. We need to know more about Indonesia.

To save space KC Ung will give his report of his Mission to Indonesia from May 24-29 in this foreword.

Mission Trip to Indonesia by KC Ung

The Republic of INDONESIA, comprising more than 13,000 islands extending c.3,000 miles (4,830 km) along the equator, and with an estimated population of over 200,000,000 claims to be the fourth most populous country in the world. The most important islands, culturally and economically, are Java, Bali, and Sumatra. Malaysia is barely two hours flying time from Sumatra and Java.  In fact, I took about one hour to fly from Penang to Singapore, and according to the flight schedule would fly to Solo City, Java at 1.45p.m to arrive there at 3.00p.m. However my flight was delayed for two hours and did not arrive until 5.20p.m. Silk Air treated me to a sumptuous free lunch for this delay. It took another hour or more to arrive at Chuck Harrison’s home in Salatiga from Solo City. After dinner, we left for Wisma Bukit Soko, a Baptist Training Centre on top of a hillock. Motel-like structures scattered around the scenic site overlooking Salatiga, which squats in a valley surrounded by hills. The course participants would stay in these motels for the next four nights. The cool, breezy place is ideal for study.

The next day many of the participants met at 6.30 a.m. for devotions followed by a simple breakfast at 7.30 a.m. The Lectures on Eschatology commenced from 8.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. with half-an-hour break in between. The participants comprised of six farmers and planters (in their forties) from Central Java. They had taken off for three months to undergo training to be future elders and evangelists at Salatiga Discipleship Training Centre below. Nine were from the East Java Training School, five from the West Java GLO Training School (including Jefrey, an Orang Asli sent from Tapah to be trained there) and two very promising leaders from Salatiga. 

More than 300 languages are spoken in Indonesia, with an official language, Bahasa Indonesia. English is considered to be the country's second language, but none of the participants were fluent in it. However, my Bahasa Malaysia was not that well understood by them either, nor their Javanese understood by me 100%. For that reason all my lectures and notes were translated by a very able “self-supporting” pastor, Paulus Martono, whose “tent-making” job was to translate for others. He was excellent. However, he confessed that he had never been exposed to such in-depth Bible study in all his translation experience. He had learnt a tremendous amount just by translating the materials, and from the lectures. He said that he would commit himself to a more serious study of the Word and re-examine his “denominational and eschatological” position after this. Praise the Lord. 

Lectures would start again from 4.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. After dinner, they would again gather from 8.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. for a practical session with bro. Chuck Harrison. This pattern would continue for all the days that I was there.

All the larger islands of Indonesia have a central volcanic mountainous area flanked by coastal plains; there are more than 100 active volcanoes. I saw one on my way to Salatiga. On the third day, I experienced a minor earthquake. There were visible signs of the things on the table, the whiteboard, etc. shaking in our lecture room.

Almost 90% of the population is Muslim, slightly less than 10% is Christian, and about 2% is Hindu and 1% Buddhist.  There was no assembly work in that country until the last two decades or so! It does not even have ONE officially recognised assembly building, and there are fewer than fifteen small newly planted ones. This, in spite of almost 150 years of assembly work in Penang, Malaysia and Singapore – just a “block” away! The vision of Grace Fellowship is to have 50 assemblies by 2020. Can we join them in fulfilling this vision of theirs? [See Mission Profile 3.]

I had brought with me unsolicited fellowship gifts from the saints in the Penang Assemblies totalling (over RM 8,040.00). After discussing with bro. Chuck Harrison regarding the needs there, the gifts were distributed to Grace Fellowship to sponsor the Eschatology Course, to purchase needed equipment for the Training School, and to have fellowship with the Harrison and the Cowell families.  [Please see details in Mission Profile 4]

In July, Grace Fellowship is organising a Youth Camp where they are expecting over 100 youths from all over Java to attend. They are also planning for an International English Evangelistic Camp where 31 people from all over the world would come to Salatiga to hold conversations in English with the local youths, and to pass on to them the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. It requires much planning and organisation. Pray for bros. Chuck and Andrew, together with the local leaders as they co-ordinate the project.

At the Bukit, I was so completed isolated, I did not even know what was happening to Java below. Then I read the frightening news of what was happening on my return flight. No wonder, my faithful prayer partners in Penang and elsewhere, were very concerned for me. Thank you for all your prayer and your welcome home.

Many years ago, in my first mission outside Penang to Pahang, I wrote an article challenging the youths in the assemblies to Go East Young Man/Woman. Now, I would sound the trumpet call to Go South, Young Man/Woman.  

  K C Ung
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